Differentiated Instructional Strategies 

Ideas Grouped by Multiple Intelligences 
Verbal/Linguistic 



Bodily/Kinesthetic 

Prepare a report 




Create a role-play 

Write a play or essay 



Construct a model 

Create a poem or recitation 


Develop a mime 

Listen to an audiotape on … 


Create a tableau for … 

Interview 





Manipulate materials 

Label a diagram 




Work through a simulation 

Give directions for … 



Create actions for … 
Musical/Rhythmic 



Interpersonal 

Compose a rap song or rhyme 


Work with partner/group 

Create a jingle to teach others 


Discuss and come to conclusions 

Listen to musical selections 


Solve a problem together 

Write a poem 




Survey or interview others 

Select music or poems for 


Dialogue about a topic 

   a purpose 




Use cooperative groups 
Naturalist 





Logical/Mathematical 

Discover or experiment 



Create a pattern 

Categorize materials or ideas 


Describe a sequence or process 

Look for ideas from nature 


Develop a rationale 

Adapt materials to a new look 


Analyze a situation 

Connect ideas to nature



Critically assess … 

Examine materials 



Classify, rank, or compare … 

   to make generalizations 


Interpret evidence … 

Visual/Spatial 




Intrapersonal 

Draw a picture 




Think about and plan 

Create a mural or display 


Write in a journal 

Illustrate an event 




Review or visualize a way to do something

Make a diagram 




Make a connection with past information 
Create a cartoon 




   or experiences

Paint or design poster 



Metacognitive moments
Design a graphic 




 

Use color to … 

Suggestions for Using the Eight Multiple Intelligences
	Musical/Rhythmic
Sing it

Create a beat

Rap it

Make a cheer

Create a jingle

Hum it

Identify sounds

React to sounds

Listen to sounds

Connect to music

Write a poem

	Verbal/Linguistic
Read it

Spell it

Write it

Listen to it

Tell it

Recall it

Use “you” words

Apply it

Chunk information

Say it

Use mnemonics
	Logical/Mathematical
Make a pattern

Chart it

Sequence it

Create a mnemonic

Analyze it

Think abstractly

Think critically

Use numbers

Prove it

Interpret the data

Use the statistics

	Visual/Spatial
Mind maps

Graphic organizers

Video

Color code

Highlight

Shape a word

Interpret a graphic

Read a chart

Study illustrations

Visualize it

Make a chart

Create a poster

	Body/Kinesthetic
Role play

Walkabout

Dance

Lip sync

Skits/charades/mimes

Construction

Math manipulatives

Sign language

Sports

Activity centers

Body language

	Intrapersonal
Metacognition

Use self-talk

Work independently

Solve in your own way

Understand self

Journal it

Rehearse it

Use prior knowledge

Connect it

Have ownership
	Interpersonal
Think-Pair-Share

Jigsaw

Cooperative grouping

Drama

Debates

Class meetings

Role play

Meeting of minds

Peer counseling

Tutors/buddies

Giving feedback

Shared Journals
	Naturalist
Label it

Categorize it

Identify it

Form a hypothesis

Do an experiment

Adapt it

Construct it

Classify it

Investigate it

Discern patterns


Instructional Strategies and Definitions
Setting Objectives & Providing Feedback
Helping students to understand the direction for learning, to establish personal goals, and to provide feedback relative to how they are progressing on their goals. 

Questions, Cues, & Advance Organizers 
Helping students retrieve what they know about a topic using questions that elicit inferences, cues, or hints about what is to come. 

Identifying Similarities & Differences 
Engaging students in activities that help them examine similarities and differences among ideas, issues, events, etc. by engaging in mental processes such as comparing, classifying, creating metaphors, and creating analogies. 

Cooperative Learning 
Using grouping strategies to help students in their learning.

Nonlinguistic Representations 
Helping students represent and elaborate on knowledge in an imagery form using mental pictures, physical models, graphic organizers, etc. 

Note taking & Summarizing 
Helping students to distill and/or synthesize information accurately and concisely. 

Reinforcing Effort & Providing Recognition 
Teaching students about the relationship between effort and achievement and recognizing students for the progress they are making. 
Homework & Practice 
Providing students with opportunities to deepen their understanding of content and their proficiency and skills. 

Generating & Testing Hypotheses 
Engaging students in activities that ask them to apply knowledge by generating and testing a hypothesis, such as problem solving, decision-making, experimental inquiry, systems analysis, investigation, projects, etc.
Question Starters and Classroom Activities 

Differentiated According to Bloom’s Taxonomy 
	Question Starters 
	Potential Activities 

	Level 1: Knowledge (Recall)
 

	1. What is the definition for …? 

2. What happened after …? 

3. Recall the facts. 

4. What were the characteristics of …?

5. Which is true or false? 

6. How many …? 

7. Who was the …? 

8. Tell in your own words. 


	1. Describe the … 

2. Make a time line of events 

3. Make a facts chart 

4. Write a list of …steps in…facts about

5. List all the people in the story 

6. Make a chart showing 

7. Recite a poem 



	Level 2: Comprehension 


	1. Why are these ideas similar? 

2. In your own words retell the story of… 

3. What do you think could happen?

4. How are these ideas different? 

5. Explain what happened after? 

6. What are some examples? 

7. Can you provide a definition of …? 

8. Who was the key character? 


	1. Cut out/draw pictures to show event.

2. Illustrate the main idea. 

3. Make a cartoon strip showing a 
    sequence of events. 

4. Write and perform a play based on… 

5. Compare this ___ with ___

6. Construct a model of … 

7. Write a news report. 

8. Prepare a flow chart to show… 



	Level 3: Application (applying without understanding is NOT effective)


	1. What is another instance of …?

2. Demonstrate the way to … 

3. Which one is most like …? 

4. What questions would you ask? 

5. Which factors would you change? 

6. Could this have happened in …? 

7. How would you organize these ideas? 


	1. Construct a model to demonstrate using
    it. 

2. Make a display to illustrate one event. 

3. Make a collection about …

4. Design a relief map to include relevant
    information about an event. 

5. Scan a collection of photographs to
    illustrate … 

6. Create a mural to depict … 


Taking Notes 
(Active Reading)

	Name:                                                      Date:
	            Subject: 

	
	

	Pre-reading Information 
	Pre and During Reading Information 
	After Reading 
Summarize and Synthesize 
What was read 

	In this column list:
• Chapter title 

• Headers 

• Subheaders 

• Words to know 

• Categories 

• Questions to answer 

• Main ideas from the paragraphs 


	In this column ask questions about:

• The chapter’s focus 

• Issues or concerns 

• What you have read already 

• What you think it will say 

• Possible areas of misunderstanding 

• How the page is set up 


	In this column you should:
• Summarize-each paragraphs/sections main idea 

• Answer you own questions from the previous column 

• Study the questions at the chapter or sections end 

• Make inferences as to the meaning, importance and implications of what you read 



	If reading fiction ask:

• What happened? 

• Who is involved? 

• Where are they? 

• What’s the problem? 

• What is the cause? 


	If reading fiction ask:

• What will happen next? 

• Why will that happen next? 

• What does the main character want more than anything else? 

• What’s the problem? 

• What caused that to happen? 


	If reading fiction ask:

• How and why did the character change? 

• What does the author want us to feel or think? 

• What are the implications of the events? 




STRATEGIES TO EXTEND 

STUDENT THINKING 
• Remember wait time, provide at least 3 seconds of thinking time after a question and after a response 

• Utilize "think-pair-share" 

• Allow individual thinking time, discussion with a partner, and then open up the class discussion 

• Ask "follow-ups" (Why? Do you agree? Can you elaborate?) 

• Tell me more. Can you give an example? 

• Withhold judgment 

• Respond to student answers in a non-evaluative fashion 

• Ask for summary (to promote active listening) "Could you please summarize John's point?" 

• Survey the class "How many agree with the author's point of view?" ("thumbs up, thumbs down") 

• Allow for student calling, "Richard, will you please call on someone else to respond?" 

• Play devil's advocate 

• Require students to defend their reasoning against different points of view 

• "Describe how you arrived at your answer." ("think aloud") 

• Call on students randomly. Not just those with raised hands 

• Student questioning. Let the students develop their own questions. 

Students Evaluate Their Effort and Achievement
	Scale: 4=excellent; 3=good; 2=needs improvement; 1=unacceptable 

	Effort Rubric 
	Achievement Rubric 

	4 
	4 

	I worked on the task until it was completed. I pushed myself to continue working on the task even when difficulties arose or a solution was not immediately evident. I viewed difficulties that arose as opportunities to strengthen my understanding. 

	I exceeded the objectives of the task or the lesson. 

	3 
	3 

	I worked on the task until it was completed. I pushed myself to continue working on the task even though difficulties arose or a solution was not immediately evident. 

	I met the objectives of the task or the lesson. 

	2 
	2 

	I put some effort into the task, but I stopped working when difficulties arose. 

	I met a few of the objectives of the task or lesson, but did not meet others. 

	1 
	1 

	I put very little effort into the task.
 
	I did not meet the objectives of the task or lesson 


14 Behaviors Teachers Use to Increase Student Achievement 

The teacher… 

1. Calls on everyone in the room equitably. 

2. Provides individual help. 

3. Gives “wait time”. 

4. Asks questions to give students a clue to the answer. 

5. Asks questions that require more thought. 

6. Tells students whether their answers are right or wrong. 

7. Gives specific praise. 

8. Gives reasons for praise. 

9. Listens. 

10. Accepts feelings of students. 

11. Gets within arm’s reach of each student every day. 

12. Is courteous to students. 

13. Shows personal interest in students. 

14. Does not call attention to every negative behavior. 

http://www.appomattox.k12.va.us/acps/attachments/6_6_12_dan_mulligan_handout.pdf
